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MOOC: The Rise of Superheroes 

and Their Impact on Pop Culture  

Thursday, June 25, July 2, 9, 16 and 23, 7 PM 

Register at ridgefieldlibrary.org 

 

 Ridgefield Library Comic Con  

Coming July 25! 

Join us at the Library as we take part in a 5-session 

Massive Online Open Course (MOOC) presented by the 

Smithsonian and edX. Participants will watch this 

online course together on our big screen over a 5-week 

period and then have a discussion after each lecture 

led by Teen Services Librarian Geri Diorio.  This 

program is suitable for teens and adults.  

edX Course description: "Join the Smithsonian, and 

comic book industry legend Stan Lee, to explore the 

history of the comic book and the rise of superheroes. 

The ancient gods of Egyptian, Greek and Roman myths 

still exist, but today, they have superpowers, human 

foibles and secret identities. They come from comic 

books and graphic novels, and have taken over pop 

culture on the stage, screen, video games, and 

animation. From Superman® and Spider-Man®, to The 

Avengers® and The Hulk® and beyond, who are these 

heroes? And, how have they evolved from folklore and 

myth, across all cultures and religions?"   

 

Ridgefield Library Comic Con is a 

pop culture celebration that 

is dedicated to creating an awareness 

of, and an appreciation for, comics and 

related popular art forms (graphic 

novels, films, games, science fiction 

and fantasy literature).  Don’t miss 

this day filled with hands-on 

workshops and programs designed to appeal to 

families and individuals of all ages.  

Events include: 

- cartoon drawing classes for the youngest visitors 

- a panel discussion featuring political and personal 

cartoonists 

- a presentation and exhibit by a web comic artist 

- cosplay (costumed play) pageant 

- 3D animation demonstration 

- superhero face‐painting 

- Superhero Film Contest screenings (Prospector Theater) 

- showcase of the Library’s graphic novel collection 

- photos of YOU as a superhero using our green screen!  

Saturday, July 25, 10 AM to 4 PM 

Free! No registration 

Summer reading 2015 continues 

This year’s Adult Summer Reading theme is Every Hero Has 

a Story!  The program once again coincides with the long-

running children’s and teen summer reading programs that 

run through August 9. During this period, just read a book or 

listen to an audiobook and submit an entry to be included in 

drawings for themed prizes. Participants are encouraged to do 

their entries online (see the Summer Reading link at 

ridgefieldlibrary.org.) Forms can also be dropped off at the 

Adult Services Desk.  

In addition, the Library will also host a series of programs 

and events for adults over the summer.  The Library will be a 

meet-up location for a five-week MOOC (Massive Open 

Online Course) called The Rise 

of Superheroes and Their 

Impact on Popular Culture.  

This will run on consecutive 

Thursday evenings at 7 PM 

starting on June 25. Other 

programs include author talks, 

an art journaling workshop, concerts, performances and more. 

The Library’s many book groups (except the Poetry 

Discussion Group) also continue to meet over the summer.  

And, be sure not to miss the first ever Ridgefield Library 

Comic Con to take place on Saturday, July 25. 

Every Hero Has a Story 

Every Hero Has a Story Summer Reading Program is made possible thanks to the Friends of the Library. 

July 2015 

http://www.eventkeeper.com/code/ekform.cfm?curOrg=RDGFLD&curName=2015/06/25_The_Rise_of_Superheroes_and_Their_Impact_On_Pop_Culture_-_5_Session_MOOC
http://www.ridgefieldlibrary.org/news_events/summer_reading/10on.shtml


More Summer reading programs! 

The Limits of Endurance 

with Jennifer Pharr Davis 

In this talk Jennifer Pharr Davis 

offers a riveting account of overcoming 

the odds and setting the 46-day, 47-

mile-per-day Appalachian Trail record. 

This is an inspired tale of 

determination, endurance, and 

teamwork. If you want to be motivated 

to do more than you ever thought 

possible, this is the talk for you! 

Jennifer Pharr Davis’ adventures have been featured in 

The New York Times, The Washington Post and on NPR’s 

Talk of the Nation. She has appeared on national 

television shows such as CNN Headline News, Fox and 

Friends, and the CBS Early Show. She has been named 

Blue Ridge Outdoors Person of the Year and a National 

Geographic Adventurer of the year. The program is part 

of the Noreen L. Papa – Mothers! Live Your Life series. 

Monday, July 20, 7 PM  

Register at ridgefieldlibrary.org 
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Exit Berlin 

with Charlotte Bonelli 

Monday, July 13, 7 PM 

Register at ridgefieldlibrary.org 

Art Journaling Workshop 

with Kathy Coe 

Artist Kathy Coe will teach you 

how to create your own unique 

and personalized handmade 

journal, as well as show you how 

to use mixed media to explore 

the Art Journaling process. 

Work with watercolors, pencils, 

images, pastels, ribbons, post 

cards and anything else you can 

think of. This workshop is all 

about expression, creativity, letting go, moving forward, 

remembering and reflecting.  

Coe studied at DuCret School of Art in New Jersey, Pratt 

Institute and The National Academy of Fine Art and 

Design in New York.  

A $5 materials fee will be collected at the door. 

Thursday, July 9, 10 AM to Noon  

Register at ridgefieldlibrary.org 

The Garden of Ideas, the 

Ridgefield Library and 109 

Cheese and Wine will present 

a weekly Garden Lunch at the 

Garden of Ideas, 653 North 

Salem Road,  Ridgefield, on 

Wednesday afternoons  

through September 30.   

Enjoy lunch (prepared for you or bring your own) in a 

beautiful setting… in solitude, with old or new 

friends, with colleagues. Purchase your delectable of 

choice of salads and sandwiches made from the 

Garden’s own bounty and head to marsh, meadow or 

woodland for a bit of tranquility.  Finish up your 

midday break with inspiring reflections on everyday 

life from the wordsmiths of the Ridgefield 

Library’s creative writing groups.  Weekly 

readings will be given by a variety of presenters along 

with readings by GOI founder Joe Keller. Tickets are 

$5 excluding lunch. 

Wednesdays Through September 30, 12:30 PM 

visit gardenofideas.org for tickets and info. 

Garden Lunches and Readings 

@ The Garden of Ideas 

Join us as Charlotte Bonelli discusses 

her recently released book Exit Berlin: 

How One Woman Saved Her Family 

From Nazi Germany. The book is based 

on a rare collection of WWII-era letters 

discovered in the NYC studio apartment 

of Luzie Hatch, a German Jewish 

refugee from Berlin. Ms. Hatch arrived 

in NYC shortly after Kristallnacht with 

the help of her American-born cousin Arnold Hatch. The 

presentation will feature images and audio 

clips. 

Charlotte R. Bonelli is Director of the 

Archives of the American Jewish 

Committee, where the Luzie Hatch letter 

collection is preserved. She lives in New 

York City. Books will be available for sale 

and signing at the program.  

http://www.gardenofideas.com/gardenofIdeas/programs_Lunch.html


MURDER BY         
THE BOOK 

Thursday, July 2 

1 PM 

Skeleton Key 

by Jane Haddam 

Series regular Bennis 

Hannaford calls on her 

lover, former FBI agent and 

current private investigator 

Gregor Demarkian, for help 

when she discovers the dead 

body of a wealthy debutante 

in an exclusive Litchfield 

County, CT town. As usual, 

Haddam provides a host of 

interesting secondary 

characters and a complex 

plot for the “Armenian-

American Hercule Poirot” to 

unravel.  

NONFICTIONEERS 

Tuesday, July 7 

7 PM 

The Guns of August  

by Barbara W. Tuchman  
 

This Pulitzer Prize winning 

book about the outbreak of 

World War 1 was described 

by The New York Times as 

"fascinating...one of the 

finest works of history 

written.  A splendid and 

glittering performance… 

Battle scenes, strategic 

problems and the rise and 

fall of powerful personalities 

are all part of Mrs. 

Tuchman's canvas.  The 

Guns of August is lucid, fair, 

critical and witty...Her 

ability is exceptional in 

juggling a dozen scenes of 

simultaneous action and in 

clarifying the technicalities 

of military operations."  

FOUNDERS HALL 
BOOK GROUP 
Thursday, July 9 

3 PM 

The Storied Life of A.J. 

Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin  

 
CRITICS’ CIRCLE 
BOOK GROUP 
Tuesday, July 21 

7 PM 

Lucky Jim  

by Kingsly Amis 

Regarded by 

many as the 

finest comic 

novel of the 

twentieth 

century, Lucky 

Jim is the story of Jim 

Dixon, a hapless lecturer in 

medieval history at a 

provincial university.  

POETRY 
DISCUSSION GROUP 

Friday, September 18 

1 PM.  

Note: The group does not 

meet over the summer.  

The Poetry Discussion  

Group is made possible 

thanks to The Friends of the 

Library. 

 

A.M. BOOK  
GROUP 

Wednesday, July 22 

10 AM 

A Confederacy of Dunces 

by John Kennedy O’Toole 

The sole novel by the 

reclusive writer was 

published by the author’s 

mother following his suicide 

and instantly became a cult 

classic – and, incidentally, 

won the Pulitzer Prize. The 

darkly comic story follows 

the adventures on the 

streets of New Orleans of 

Ignatius J. Reilly – 

overweight, underemployed 

and deeply at odds with  

mid-20th century American 

society.  

Library Book Groups - New Readers welcome! 

BOOKS &  
BREAKFAST 

Monday, July 13 

 

10:30 AM 

 

 

 

 

Led by Dorothy Pawlowski 

Tech Topics 

 Orientation to 3D Printing -  Attendance is required 

at this 90-minute orientation before printing your own 

3D design on the Library’s 3D printer   

     - Friday, July 10 @ 3:00 - 4:30 PM - Register 

     - Saturday, July 18 @ 3:00 - 4:30 PM - Register 

     - Friday, July 24 @ 3:00 - 4:30 PM - Register 

  Intro to Ancestry.com - Come join us for an  

introductory session on how to use the online genealogy 

tool Ancestry. We will be using the 1940 Federal Census 

as our starting point.   

     - Monday, July 13 @  3:00 - 4:30 PM - Register  

 Intro to Mango - Want to learn a new language or  

traveling this summer and want to brush-up on your 

skills?  Come to this overview of Mango, which provides 

online interactive learning for over 60 languages.  All 

you need is a Ridgefield Library card to get started.  

     - Tuesday, July14, @ 12:00 - 1:00 PM - Register 

     - Thursday, July 16 @ 5:00 - 6:00 PM - Register 

     - Thursday, July 23 @ 1:00 - 2:00 PM - Register 

 3D Animation with Blender - This is a two-part 

hands-on 3D Animation Design Workshop led by Chris 

Iorillo. Please only register if you can attend both 

sessions.  

      - Tuesday, June 30 (part 1) & July 7 (part 2)  

 @ 6:00 - 8:00 PM - Register 

      - Saturday, July 11 (part 1) & July 18 (part 2) 

 @ 10:00 AM - 12 PM - Register 

 Intro to Instagram. Instagram is a free and simple way 

to share your life and keep up with other people. Take a 

picture or video, then customize it with filters and crea-

tive tools. Post it on Instagram and share instantly on 

Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr and more - or send it directly 

as a private message.  

      - Tuesday, July 21 @ 12:00 - 1:30 PM - Register 

 

Anyone under 15 years old must  

be accompanied by an adult.  



Events Calendar - July 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

Garden 

Lunch: 

Lunch and 

Readings @ 

the Garden of 

Ideas 

12:30 - 2 PM  

 

2 

Murder by 

the Book:  

Skeleton Key 

by Jane  

Haddam 1 PM  

MOOC:  The 

Rise of Super-

heroes and 

Their Impact 

On Pop Culture  

with Geri  

Diorio  

7 PM,  2 of 5 

3 

 

4 

Library 

Closed:  

Happy July 4! 

5 

Closed:  

Summer 

Sundays 

6 

 

7 

Tech Topics: 

Introduction to 

3D Animation  

6 PM  2/2 

Nonfictio-

neers: The 

Guns of August 

by Barbara W. 

Tuchman  

7 PM 

Meeting: The 

Writers Guild 

7 PM  

8 

Garden 

Lunch: 

Lunch and 

Readings @ 

the Garden of 

Ideas 

12:30 - 2 PM  

Meeting:  

Playwrights  

Collective 

7 PM  

9 

Workshop: Art 

of Journaling 

with Kathy Coe 

10 AM  

MOOC:  The 

Rise of Super-

heroes and 

Their Impact 

On Pop Culture  

with Geri  

Diorio 

7 PM,  3 of 5 

10 

Tech Topics:  

3D Orientation 

3 - 4:30 PM 

11 

Meeting:   

Shutterbugs 

Photography 

Group  

9 AM  

Tech Topics: 

Introduction to 

3D Animation  

10 AM,  1 of2 

Meeting:  

Memoir  

Writing Group  

1 PM  

12 

Closed:  

Summer  

Sundays 

13 

Discussion: 

Books &  

Breakfast 

10:30 AM  

Tech Topics:  

Ancestry.com 

3 - 4:30 PM 

Author Talk: 

Exit Berlin 

with Charlotte 

Bonelli 7 PM  

14 

Tech Topics:  

Learning a 

Language with 

Mango 

12 - 1 PM 

15 

Garden 

Lunch: 

Lunch and 

Readings @ 

the Garden of 

Ideas 

12:30 - 2 PM  

 

16 

Tech Topics:  

Mango 

5 - 6 PM 

MOOC:  The 

Rise of Super-

heroes and 

Their Impact 

On Pop Culture  

with Geri  

Diorio  

7 PM,   4 of 5 

17 

 

18 

Tech Topics: 

Introduction to 

3D Animation 

Using Blender 

10 AM,  2 of 2 

Tech Topics:  

3D Orientation 

3 - 4:30 PM 

 

19 

Closed:  

Summer  

Sundays 

 

20 

Noreen L. Pa-

pa: Mothers! 

Live Your 

Life series: 

The Extra Mile: 

Exploring the 

Limits of  

Endurance 

with Jennifer 

Pharr Davis 

7 PM  

21 

Tech Topics:  

Intro to  

Instagram 

12 - 1:30 PM 

Critics' Circle 

Book Group:  

Lucky Jim  

by Kingsly 

Amis 

7 PM  

22 

A.M. Book 

Group: A  

Confederacy of 

Dunces by John 

Kennedy 

O’Toole 

10 AM  

Garden 

Lunch: @ 

the Garden of 

Ideas 

12:30 - 2 PM  

23 

Tech Topics:  

Mango 

1 - 2 PM 

MOOC:  The 

Rise of Super-

heroes and 

Their Impact 

On Pop Culture  

with Geri  

Diorio 

7 PM 

5 of 5 

24 

Tech Topics:  

3D Orientation 

3 - 4:30 PM 

25 

Special 

Event: 

Ridgefield  

Library  

Comic Con  

10 AM  - 4 PM 

 

26 

Closed:  

Summer  

Sundays 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

Garden 

Lunch: @ the 

Garden of  

Ideas 12:30 PM  

30 

 

31 

 

1 

  

Exhibition:   

Comic Culture: Web Comics  

by Bill Walko 

Wednesday, July 1 to  

Thursday, July 30 

The Gallery on the Lower Level 

View during Library hours 

Artist’s Talk: Webcomics 

Saturday, July 25, 11 AM 
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