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AUTHORS IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Anna
Quindlen uses her training to good effect:
with an ear for dialogue and an ability to tell
a story, she engages readers on a variety of
challenging topics from difficult career
choices to domestic violence. Featuring
complex family relationships and mainstream
female protagonists struggling with personal crises and grappling
for self-awareness, Quindlen's novels are loved for their
all-too-human characters and universal situations.
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Partial List:

Alternate Side (2018)

The tensions in a tight-knit neighborhood--and a seemingly
happy marriage--are exposed by an unexpected act of violence.
A provocative novel about money, class, and self-discovery.

Miller’s Valley (2016)

Coming of age in a dwindling 1960s farming community in
eastern Pennsylvania, Mimi struggles with profound family
secrets and the pain of falling in love with the wrong person.

Still Life with Bread Crumbs (2014)

Rebecca Winter is a photographer whose work made her an
unlikely heroine for many women. Her career is now descendent,
her bank balance shaky, and she has fled the city for the middle
of nowhere. There she discovers, in a tree stand with a roofer
named Jim Bates, that what she sees through a camera lens is not
all there is to life.

Every Last One (2010)

Mary Beth Latham is first and foremost a mother, whose three
teenaged children come first, before her career as a landscape
gardener, or even her life as the wife of a doctor. Caring for her
family and preserving their everyday life is paramount. And so,
when one of her sons, Max, becomes depressed, Mary Beth
becomes focused on him, and is blindsided by a shocking act of
violence.

Object Lessons (1991)

Maggie, 12, tells the story of her family in the 1960s in which her
grandfather, although dying, still tries to control his children and
grandchildren.

Lisa Genova holds a PhD in Neuroscience
from Harvard and has been called “the
Oliver Sacks of fiction and the Michael
Crichton of brain science.” Her fiction puts a
human face on those living with
neurological diseases, giving a
compassionate portrait of their everyday

lives and challenges.
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Every Note Played (2018)

An accomplished concert pianist, Richard received standing
ovations from audiences all over the world in awe of his rare
combination of emotional resonance and flawless technique.
Every finger of his hands was a finely calibrated instrument,
dancing across the keys and striking each note with exacting
precision. That was eight months ago. Richard now has ALS,
and his entire right arm is paralyzed. This is a powerful
exploration of regret, forgiveness, freedom, and what it means
to be alive.

Inside the O’Briens (2015)

Joe O'Brien is a forty-three-year-old police officer from the
Irish Catholic neighborhood of Charlestown, Massachusetts.
When Joe begins experiencing bouts of disorganized

thinking, uncharacteristic temper outbursts, and strange,
involuntary movements, he initially attributes these episodes to
the stress of his job, but as these symptoms worsen, he agrees
to see a neurologist and is handed a diagnosis that will change
his and his family's lives forever: Huntington's disease.

Left Neglected (2011)

Sarah, a career-driven young mother, suffers a traumatic brain
injury in a car accident that leaves her unable to perceive
left-side information. The disability causes her to struggle
through an uncertain recovery as she adapts to her new life.

Still Alice (2009)

Feeling at the top of her game when she is suddenly diagnosed
with early-onset Alzheimer's disease, Harvard psychologist
Alice Howland struggles to find meaning and purpose in her
life as her concept of self gradually slips away.

LISA GENOVA

(Annotations from NoveList and BookLetters)
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NEW FICTION

(Annotations from NoveList and BookLetters)

I’ll Be Your Blue Sky by Marisa de los Santos.
Shifting between the 1950s and the present and told
in the alternating voices of Edith and Clare, 7'/l Be
Your Blue Sky is vintage Marisa de los Santos — an
emotionally evocative novel that probes the deepest
recesses of the human heart and illuminates the
tender connections that bind our lives.

MARISA
DE LOS SANTOS

To Die But Once: A Maisie Dobbs Novel by
Jacqueline Winspear.

Investigating the disappearance of an apprentice
craftsman who had been working on a secret
government contract, Maisie Dobbs discovers
suspicious links to the London underworld and another
boy close to her heart.

TO DIE BUT ONCE

The Flight Attendant by Chris Bohjalian.
. B This is a powerful story about the ways an entire life

THE FLIGHTRo change in one night: A flight attendant wakes up
ATTENDANT in the wrong hotel, in the wrong bed, with a dead
. - man — and no idea what happened. Set amid the

c uis captivating world of those whose lives unfold at
BOHJALIAN

forty thousand feet, The Flight Attendant unveils a
spellbinding story of memory, of the giddy
pleasures of alcohol and the devastating
consequences of addiction, and of murder far from home.

Winter Sisters by Robin Oliveira.

New York, 1879: After an epic snow storm ravages
the city of Albany, Dr. Mary Sutter, a former Civil
War surgeon, begins a search for two little girls, the
daughters of close friends killed by the storm who
have vanished without a trace. Mary's mother and
niece Elizabeth, who has been studying violin in Paris,
return to Albany upon learning of the girls'
disappearance — but Elizabeth has another reason for
wanting to come home, one she is not willing to
reveal.

The Queen of Hearts by Kimmery Martin.

Two doctors who have been best friends since early
adulthood find their bond tested by the return of a
former colleague who unearths a secret one of them
has been harboring for years.

The Woman in the Water by Charles Finch.

An early case that set the stage for Charles Lenox's
distinguished career is set in 1850 London and finds a
young Lenox rejected by Scotland Yard before
resolving to prove himself by capturing an
anonymous killer who claims to have committed the
perfect crime.

CHARLES

For a more extensive list of new fiction, mystery, and science fiction
and fantasy titles, visit our website at www.ridgefieldlibrary.org

Song of a Captive Bird by Jasmin Darsnik.

This first novel by the best-selling author of The Good
Daughter reimagines the life of rebel poet Forugh
Farrokzhad, who is depicted as a passionate young writer
in search of freedom and independence from the
restrictions imposed on women in mid-20th-century Iran.
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, How To Stop Time by Matt Haig.
H Ow Tom Hazard has a dangerous secret. He may look like an
ordinary 41-year-old, but owing to a rare condition, he's
10 STO been alive for centuries. Tom has lived
P history — performing with Shakespeare, exploring the high

TI M E seas with Captain Cook, and sharing cocktails with
Fitzgerald. Now, he just wants an ordinary life. "A quirky

romcom dusted with philosophical observations....A
delightfully witty...poignant novel."

- The Washington Post.

MATT HAIG

Auntie Poldi and the Sicilian Lions by Mario Giordano.
On her sixtieth birthday, Auntie Poldi retires to Sicily,
intending to while away the rest of her days with good
wine, a view of the sea, and few visitors. But Sicily isn't
quite the tranquil island she thought it would be, and
something always seems to get in the way of her
relaxation. When her handsome young handyman goes
missing — and is discovered murdered — she can't help but
ask questions.

The Italian Teacher by Tom Rachman.

Bear Bavinsky is a larger-than-life figure. A celebrated
painter obsessed with maintaining his reputation in a
changing art scene, he is also a charismatic philanderer
whose relationships with women spawn a multitude of
offspring, including a son Charles, nicknamed Pinch.
Born in Italy in the 1950s, Pinch is the product of Bear’s
liaison with a young ceramicist who Bear abandons
when Pinch is a young boy. Desperately secking his
father’s approval, Pinch spends decades in the thrall of Bear’s persona. Not
until Bear dies and Pinch becomes the overseer of his father’s legacy does
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YA NOVEL"

he make his own mark in the art world. This is a fascinating foray into the
art scene and into the often high price of pursuing fame.

The Last Equation of Isaac Severy by Nova Jacobs.
After her adoptive grandfather and famed mathematician
Isaac Severy dies under mysterious circumstances, Hazel

receives a letter he wrote to her shortly before his death.
It contains cryptic clues instructing her how to find the
mathematical formula that has been the culmination of his
life’s work and how to prevent it from getting into the
wrong hands. Why has Isaac Severy picked Hazel, the
owner of a failing bookstore, for the task rather than his
own children, one of whom is himself a brilliant mathematician? This
combination mystery, treasure hunt, and exploration of family secrets is a
highly entertaining read with a sprawling cast of quirky characters.



